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Now in its fourth year, the ACT Middle  
East Annual Conference has become the 
preferred meeting place for the treasury  
and finance community across the GCC.

This year’s event will focus on the key issues 
topping the agenda for treasury and finance 
professionals in the region, be that positioning 
your treasury within the wider business or 
staying ahead of the curve with the latest 
treasury technology. Whatever your 
organisation’s priorities look like this year, 
business growth remains high on the list.

To help inspire your organisation’s growth 
plans our thought provoking programme 
includes all new track sessions covering 
everything from innovations in cash and 
liquidity management to supply chain  
finance and investment strategy.

It’s not just about the programme though, 
we will have a range of treasury product 
and service providers on hand in our busy 
exhibition to answer your questions. It’s a 
great opportunity for you to network with 
your peers and share ideas with the people 
that count.

We look forward to welcoming you.

Matthew Hurn 
Chairman, ACT Middle East Committee  

Executive Director, Group Treasury, 
Mubadala Development Company

follow us @actupdate #meac13

treasurers.org/actmelinkedin

twitter.com/actupdate

facebook.com/actupdate

Join the conversation 

Committee members

Marwan Abedin Chief Executive Officer DFSF & DHCC 

Michael Clifford CEO Al Fahim Investments

Raphael de Ricaud Head of Islamic Finance Rothschild

Rob Farrow Corporate Treasurer Alghanim Industries

Alastair Fiddes Head of Financial Risk Management Mubadala  
Development Company

Riyad Hammad Treasury Director Arabtec Construction LLC

John Hopley Executive Director – Corporate Finance Sorouh Real Estate

Lourie Kruger Vice President – Treasury and M&A Kingdom Hotel Investments

Andrew Robinson Partner KPMG 

Gary Slawther Corporate Treasurer OCTAL Petrochemicals

Daniele Vecchi Senior Vice President – Group Treasury Majid Al Futtaim Group

ACT MIDDLE EAST NETwORK

An integral part of the Association of Corporate 
Treasurers (ACT), the ACT Middle East Network is 
made up of over 3,600 professionals from a range  
of corporations, banks and financial institutions across 
the GCC. We are committed to the development and 
sharing of treasury, risk and corporate finance 
knowledge and expertise across the Middle East.

The network includes a team of treasury and finance 
professionals that make up the ACT Middle East 
Committee, which represents the voice of our community 
across the region and provides advice on key topics and 
issues in treasury management. The annual conference  
is the ideal setting for our network to get together and 
deliberate on the key issues of the day.

THE COMMITTEE

Chairman

UAE 
Matthew Hurn 
Executive Director, Group Treasury 

Mubadala Development Company

Regional representatives

Dubai and Northern Emirates 
Paul Reynolds  
Head of Debt and Equity Rothschild

Abu Dhabi 
Ricky Thirion  
Group Treasurer Etihad Airways

Kuwait 
Andrew McMichael  
Group Treasurer Agility

Qatar 
Jacob Tharakan  
Senior Treasury Specialist Group Treasury & Financing  
Ooredoo

Oman 
Ravi Narayanan  
General Manager Treasury Omantel 
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track a

Cash and payments:  
innovation in cash management

what will it cover?

•  how are corporates innovating within their businesses?

•  how can innovation drive business performance?

•  why adopting innovative cash management practices 
can be a strategic differentiator

who is it for and why should you attend?

•  those looking to improve the control and visibility  
of their cash positions

•  to gain insight into how other organisations are 
re-engineering their cash management operations

•  to find out more about the availability of new e-banking 
options for organisations

Hear from:

Laura Ford Senior Treasury Manager Majid Al Futtaim 

Michael Mueller Head of International Cash Origination 
Barclays 

Olivier Sage Chief Financial Officer OSN

Facilitated by: 
James Lockyer Development Director ACT

track b

Treasury management: 
a regional focus 

what will it cover?

• a regional market update 

• Central Bank and regulatory changes

• the growth and dynamics of the sukuk market

•  achieving efficient liquidity management  
– a corporate case study

who is it for and why should you attend?

•  those looking to compare Islamic and conventional 
funding solutions 

•  to gain practical tips on managing the documentation  
when accessing Islamic finance products

•  to explore hedging and risk management ideas

Hear from:

Stuart Anderson Managing Director & Regional Head Middle 
East Standard & Poor’s

Shadi Daoud Senior Vice President, Head of Trading Al Hilal Bank

Anil Kumar Dudani Head of Treasury Dragon Oil

Ahmed Al Sayegh Senior Director – Corporate Treasury du

Facilitated by:

Peter Matza Engagement Director ACT

tuesday 26 November
13.00  Exhibition opening and registration 

14.00 welcome from the conference chair
Peter Matza Engagement Director ACT

14.10  Keynote address: embracing growth in the Middle East
Leonardo Peklar Chief Executive Officer Hawkamah

14.40 Post financial crisis: regulatory ‘big bang’ or market realignment
Neil Jones Managing Director, Head of International Banking – MEA, RBS

15.10  Networking break in the exhibition hall

15.45 Track sessions 
Please choose between tracks A and B below

17.00 Close of day one and drinks reception 
To be followed by the ACT Middle East Treasury Awards 2013

 ACT Middle East Treasury Awards 2013 
The ACT Middle East Awards celebrate the achievements of the corporate treasurer and will 

recognise companies and individuals that have shown innovation and excellence in 

corporate treasury. 

The awards will be presented after day one of the ACT Middle East Annual Conference  

during our evening reception – the perfect occasion to network with your colleagues  

and clients from across the GCC.

For more information visit actmiddleeast.org/awards/2013

Sponsored by 

actmiddleeast.org/annualconference
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08.30 Registration and refreshments

09.15 A word from the conference chair 
Peter Matza Engagement Director ACT

09.20 what’s on your agenda? Interactive voting session and panel discussion
• the strategic treasurer: positioning your treasury within the wider business

• the career treasurer: making the most of the educational opportunities available

• the artful treasurer: staying ahead of the curve

  Facilitated by: 

  Matthew Hurn Executive Director – Group Treasury Mubadala Development Company

  The panel of leading ACT qualified treasurers

  Andrew McMichael Group Treasurer Agility 
  Toby Shore Corporate Treasurer and Chief Risk Officer Dubai Aluminium 
  Gary Slawther Corporate Treasurer Octal Petrochemicals LLC FZC

10.00  Panel session: a focus on next generation treasury technology  
– increasing efficiency and supporting business growth  
• the increasing role of technology in achieving operational and strategic objectives 

• the latest advanced strategies for managing cash and maximising liquidity

• compliance and regulatory concerns and how technology helps

• the latest trends in automation, standardisation and centralisation

• SWIFT and the latest strategies around FX management 

  Facilitated by:

James Lockyer Development Director ACT

  The panel:

Ashraf Fahmy Chief Financial Officer Abu Dhabi Aviation PJSC 
Alex Johnson Regional Sales Manager Middle East & Africa 360T 
Brad MacLean Vice President Business Development SunGard AvantGard 
Onur Ozan Senior Account Director – UAE, Qatar, and Turkey SwIFT 
Umar Pirzada Project Manager – Group Finance Emirates

10.45 Networking break in the exhibition hall

11.30 Track sessions
Please choose between track C and D on the next page

12.45 Networking lunch in the exhibition hall

14.00  Track sessions
Please choose between track E and F on the next page

15.15  Networking break in the exhibition hall

15.45 Question time: driving growth, building futures 
  Hosted by: 

Francis Matthew Editor at Large Gulf News

  The panel:

werner Flaig Chief Financial Officer Easa Saleh Al Gurg

Matthew Hurn Executive Director – Group Treasury Mubadala Development Company 

Leonardo Peklar Chief Executive Officer Hawkamah 

Malcolm wall Morris Chief Executive Officer Dubai Multi Commodities Centre

16.45 Closing keynote address: the future roadmap
Ian Johnston Chief Executive Dubai Financial Services Authority

17.10 Conference chair’s observations 

17.15 Networking drinks in the exhibition hall 

18.00  Close of conference

wedNesday 27 November

actmiddleeast.org/annualconference
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track c

Receivables financing: 
accelerating cash flow 

what will it cover?

• challenges in receivables financing

• addressing the assignment of receivables in the region

• benefits to the corporate without recourse financing 

who is it for and why should you attend?

•  CFOs and treasurers looking to reduce their working 
capital cycle

•  to hear practical tips on reducing the cost of managing 
your working capital cycle

Hear from: 
Edward Collis Corporate Treasurer – Head of Credit  
and Risk Zahid Tractor

Krishnakumar Duraiswamy Head of Trade Finance ADCB

Rob Farrow Vice President – Financial Services v 
and Treasury Alghanim Industries

Facilitated by:

Colin Tyler Chief Executive ACT

Hear from:

Oussama El Rifai Senior Vice President  
Corporate Finance Etisalat

Nicholas M. Gilani Co-Head of Investment  
Banking Group NBAD

Brian Jeffery  
Senior Vice President, Corporate Treasury Emirates 

Shahram Safai Partner Afridi & Angell

Facilitated by:

Colin Tyler Chief Executive ACT 

track d

Hear from:

Chris Jameson Head of Sales, CEEMEA ex Russia, Global 
Transaction Services Bank of America Merrill Lynch

Toby Shore Corporate Treasurer and Chief Risk Officer 
Dubai Aluminium

Ricky Thirion Group Treasurer Etihad Airways

Facilitated by:

James Lockyer Development Director ACT

track e

Corporate finance: 
2014 and beyond

what will it cover?

• trends and developments in the capital markets

• gaining access to finance in the ‘new normal’

• the changing regulatory landscape

• exploring innovative alternatives

who is it for and why should you attend?

• finance directors, treasurers and  
 assistant treasurers 

•  those looking to re-evaluate their  
financial strategy in a changing market

• to find out what should be included in  
 your funding toolkit

track f

A rapidly moving risk lens:  
challenges and opportunities  
in a changing risk landscape

what will it cover?

• attitudes to risk, control and governance

• integrating risk management with business strategy 

• understanding your counterparty exposures

• what solutions does the market offer?

who is it for and why should you attend?

•  corporate treasurers and risk managers 

•  to improve visibility of risk in your business and 
broaden your risk awareness

•  to hear thoughts on how a treasurer’s view of  
risk has evolved

•  to gain practical tips for developing a risk  
management framework

wedNesday 27 November

Investment strategy: new trends  
and opportunities in the region

what will it cover?

•  the challenges of financing for local/ regional corporates 
– post Arab Spring

•  new investment opportunities in the region, additionally 
to petrochemicals

•  what are the key countries/ sectors for investment in the 
MENA region?

who is it for and why should you attend?

•  those looking to understand the types of investment 
opportunities available

•  to hear practical advice on making the most of new 
opportunities in the region

Hear from:

Nader Aboushadi Executive Director, Group Corporate 
Treasurer Mantrac/Unatrac Group – Mansour Group

Declan Hegarty Managing Director, Global Corporate Bank, 
MENA J.P. Morgan

Christian Kern Head of Equity Research, MENA J.P. Morgan

Luciano Poli Chief Financial Officer Sadara

Facilitated by: 
Peter Matza Engagement Director ACT

actmiddleeast.org/annualconference
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RBS Markets & International Banking (M&IB) is a leading banking partner to major corporations, financial 
institutions, government and public sector clients around the world. M&IB provides an extensive range of products 
and services in debt financing, global markets, risk management, and transaction services. The division focuses on 
long-term client relationships and excellence in product execution underpinned by global insight, local knowledge 
and a prudent and sustainable banking model to meet the evolving market and regulatory backdrop. M&IB has 
on-the-ground operations in 38 countries including the MEA region where we have been present in the UAE 
since 1973. We have two branches in the DIFC and Qatar Financial Centre, we also operate two corporate 
banking branches in Dubai and Abu Dhabi and serve as the regional hub for the Middle East and Africa. Our 
team in the MEA region unites international reach, financial strength and local expertise to deliver fast and 
effective solutions underpinned by a strong commitment to relationship banking.  
www.rbs.com/gts

ADCB is a full-service commercial bank which offers a wide range of 

products and services such as retail banking, wealth management, private 

banking, corporate banking, commercial banking, cash management, 

investment banking, corporate finance, foreign exchange, interest rate and 

currency derivatives and Islamic products, project finance and property 

management services.

Over the last four years ADCB has built a best in class and prestigiously 

credentialed Transaction Banking business that has been acknowledged 

as such in the UAE and the Middle East. Over 30,000 clients are active 

users of ADCB’s value added services in Cash Management and Trade.

www.adcb.com

Barclays is a major global financial services provider engaged in 

personal banking, credit cards, corporate and investment banking and 

wealth and investment management with an extensive international 

presence in Europe, the Americas, Africa and Asia. Barclays’ purpose 

is to help people achieve their ambitions – in the right way.

With over 300 years of history and expertise in banking, Barclays 

operates in over 50 countries and employs approximately 140,000 

people. Barclays moves, lends, invests and protects money for 

customers and clients worldwide.

www.barclays.com

Al Hilal Bank which opened for business on June 19th, 2008 was 

created by the Abu Dhabi Investment Council (ADIC), a government of 

Abu Dhabi investment body, with an authorised capital of AED 4 billion. 

The bank was founded on core Islamic values and its mission is to 

contribute to the United Arab Emirates national growth and prosperity, 

while raising the profile of Islamic banking globally, thus creating value  

for all stakeholders.

www.alhilalbank.ae

J.P. Morgan is a leader in asset management, investment banking, 

private banking, treasury and securities services, and commercial 

banking. Today, the firm serves one of the largest client franchises in 

the world, including corporations, institutional investors, hedge funds, 

governments, healthcare organizations, educational institutions and 

affluent individuals in more than 100 countries. J.P. Morgan’s broad 

global platform and strength enable us to create long-lasting value for 

clients. Our business has been built upon our core principle of putting 

our clients’ interests first. J.P. Morgan is part of JPMorgan Chase & Co. 

(NYSE: JPM), a global financial services firm with assets of $2.3 trillion.

www.jpmorgan.com

Bank of America Merrill Lynch is one of the world’s largest  

financial institutions, providing a full range of banking, investing,  

asset management and other financial products and services.  

It is a leading global bank and wealth management franchise  

and a premier corporate and investment banking and capital  

market business, providing innovative services in M&A, equity  

and debt capital raising, lending, trading, risk management, research,  

and liquidity and payments management. Clients and customers can 

expect access to a comprehensive suite of world class products, 

services, and expertise from an organization that serves clients 

through operations in more than 40 countries and has relationships 

with 97 percent of the U.S. Fortune 500 companies and 73 percent  

of the Fortune Global 500.

www.baml.com

The National Bank of Abu Dhabi (NBAD) was incorporated in 1968. 

Ranked as one of the top 50 safest banks in the world and the safest 

bank in the Middle East, NBAD currently operates across 17 countries 

on five continents. 

The Bank provides its customers with a wide variety of financial 

services targeting all segments of the consumer and corporate 

markets. 

NBAD is rated senior long term/short term A+/A-1 by Standard and 

Poor’s, Aa3/P1 by Moodys and AA-/F1+ by Fitch giving it one of the 

strongest combined rating of any Middle Eastern financial institution.

www.nbad.com

lead sponsor

track sponsors 

sponsors and exhibitors



sponsors and exhibitors

360 Trading Networks, based in Frankfurt, Germany, is one of the 

leading global providers of web-based trading technology for OTC 

financial instruments, particularly currency exchange, short term 

money market loan/deposits and interest rate derivatives. Based on 

its proprietary core technology, 360T’s platform is offering a deep 

liquidity of more than 125 global and regional market makers used by 

over 1500 client organizations worldwide. The company offers also a 

professional white-label trading technology for electronic trading 

services to a closed group of users on a proprietary branded platform. 

360T has a global presence with customers and offices in America, 

Asia-Pacific and the Middle East.

www.360t.com

technology sponsors

also exhibiting

Media partners endorsed by

actmiddleeast.org/annualconference

treasury aWards sponsor

Citi Treasury and Trade Solutions (TTS), provides integrated cash 

management and trade finance services to multinational corporations, 

financial institutions and public sector organizations across the globe.  

With a full range of digital and mobile enabled platforms, tools and 

analytics TTS continues to lead the way in delivering innovative and 

tailored solutions to its clients.  It offers the industry’s most 

comprehensive suite of treasury and trade solutions including cash 

management, payments, receivables, liquidity management and 

investment services, working capital solutions, commercial and 

prepaid card programs, trade finance and services.

www.transactionservices.citi.com

Bloomberg, the global business and financial information and news 

leader, gives influential decision makers a critical edge by connecting 

them to a dynamic network of information, people and ideas. The 

company’s strength – delivering data, news and analytics through 

innovative technology, quickly and accurately - is at the core of the 

Bloomberg Professional service, which provides real time financial 

information to more than 310,000 subscribers globally. Bloomberg’s 

enterprise solutions build on the company’s core strength, leveraging 

technology to allow customers to access, integrate, distribute and 

manage data and information across organizations more efficiently 

and effectively. Bloomberg News, delivered through the Bloomberg 

Professional service, television, radio, mobile, the Internet and two 

magazines, Bloomberg Businessweek and Bloomberg Markets, covers 

the world with more than 2,300 news and multimedia professionals at 

146 bureaus in 72 countries. Headquartered in New York, Bloomberg 

employs more than 15,000 people in 192 locations around the world.

www.bloomberg.com

SunGard’s AvantGard is a leading liquidity and risk management 

solution for corporations, insurance companies and the public sector. 

The AvantGard solution suite includes credit risk modelling, collections 

management, treasury risk analysis, cash management, payments 

system integration, and payments execution delivered directly to 

corporations or via banking partners. AvantGard solutions help 

consolidate data from multiple in-house systems, drive workflow and 

provide connectivity to a broad range of trading partners including 

banks, SWIFT, credit data providers, FX platforms, money markets, and 

market data. The technology is supported by a full range of services 

delivered by domain experts, including managed cloud services, 

treasury operations management, SWIFT administration, managed 

bank connectivity, bank on-boarding, and vendor enrolment.

www.sungard.com/avantgard

S&P Capital IQ, a part of McGraw Hill Financial, is a leading provider  

of multi-asset class and real time data, research and analytics to 

institutional investors, investment and commercial banks, investment 

advisors and wealth managers, corporations and universities around 

the world. S&P Capital IQ provides a broad suite of capabilities 

designed to help track performance, generate alpha, and identify new 

trading and investment ideas, and perform risk analysis and mitigation 

strategies. Through leading desktop solutions such as the S&P Capital 

IQ, Global Credit Portal and MarketScope Advisor desktops; enterprise 

solutions such as S&P Capital IQ Valuations; and research offerings, 

including Leveraged Commentary & Data, Global Markets Intelligence, 

and company and funds research, S&P Capital IQ sharpens financial 

intelligence into the wisdom today’s investors need.

www.spcapitaliq.com

SWIFT is a member-owned cooperative that provides the 

communications platform, products and services to connect more 

than 10,000 financial institutions and corporations in 212 countries  

and territories. SWIFT enables its users to exchange automated, 

standardised financial information securely and reliably, thereby 

lowering costs, reducing operational risk and eliminating operational 

inefficiencies. SWIFT provides additional value-added services such  

as consulting and has a suite of business intelligence tools, enabling 

the community to track trends in the industry and benchmark their 

business against peers. SWIFT also brings the financial community 

together to work collaboratively to shape market practice, define 

standards and debate issues of mutual interest. 

www.swift.com

Thomson Reuters is the world’s leading source of intelligent 

information for businesses and professionals. We combine industry 

expertise with innovative technology to deliver critical information to 

leading decision makers in the financial and risk, legal, tax and 

accounting, intellectual property and science and media markets, 

powered by the world’s most trusted news organization. 

The Thomson Reuters Financial & Risk business provides solutions to 

the global financial community - delivering critical news, information 

and analytics, enabling transactions and connecting communities of 

trading, investing, financial and corporate professionals. 

We help our customers generate superior returns, improve risk and 

compliance management, increase access to liquidity and create 

efficient, reliable infrastructures in increasingly global, electronic and 

multi-asset class markets, through our market-leading Thomson Reuters 

Eikon, Thomson Reuters Elektron and Thomson Reuters Accelus.

www.thomsonreuters.com



*Surname:Forename:*

If booking more than one delegate, please photocopy this form and complete the delegate details section for each delegate.

†All joining instructions will be emailed, please ensure you supply an appropriate email address.

*

*

US$999 

US$1199

Standard rate 
(please tick)

US$1599

ACT members and students (including faculty members)

Non-members from non-financial corporates

Non-members from banks, FIs, consultancies and other service providers

DELEGATE DETAILS

PRICING

3 EASY WAYS TO REGISTER

Fees include refreshments, lunch and conference materials.

To pay by BACS 
Bank: NatWest Bank, ACT (Administration) Limited – USD

Sort code: 60-73-01

Account number: 140/00/42060583

IBAN: GB96NWBK60730142060583

BIC: NWBKGB2L

To pay by credit card you must book online
Please visit 

actmiddleeast.org/annualconference

Look out for some special corporate delegate sponsored places.

Code: A

ENQUIRIES: E: ACTME@TREASURERS.ORG T:+44 20 7847 2589

ONLINE
actmiddleeast.org/annualconference

1 FAX
+44 20 7374 8744

2 EMAIL
your form to actme@treasurers.org

3

Cancellation period: Cancellation terms will apply once a completed booking form has been received (inclusive or exclusive of payment). All cancellations must 
be received in writing by Tuesday 29 October for a full refund less 15% administration fee. Cancellations made less than 28 days before the conference start date will 
not be refunded but a nomination for a replacement delegate will be accepted. In the unlikely event of cancellation of the conference by the ACT whether by force 
majeure or otherwise, the ACT in its absolute discretion may offer delegates a credit to an alternative event. The ACT will not in any circumstances refund any travel 
or accommodation expenses.

Data protection: The information you provide will be safeguarded by the ACT. A delegate list will be produced for the event with details restricted to your name, 
job title and company. In registering for this event you agree to the ACT providing your name, job title and company to the venue for the purposes of facilitating 
the event and to the sponsors and fellow delegates for information purposes. The ACT will retain your details on its database in order for us to keep you informed 
of other relevant products and services. If you do not want to receive this information, please tick here

By submitting this booking you undertake to have read and accepted the ACT’s terms and conditions. 
For full terms and conditions, visit www.treasurers.org/termsandconditions/events. The ACT reserves the right to make minor alterations to the content and timing 
of the programme or to the identity of the speakers. The views expressed by speakers at this event are their personal views or those of their employer and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the ACT.

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:

*mandatory fields

Job title:

Address:

*

*Email:† Telephone:

Company name:
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