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ACT ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2019
EMBRACING DISRUPTION
DARE TO THINK DIFFERENTLY
New challenges need new solutions. Tech innovation,
business disruption and unprecedented regulatory
and geopolitical challenges are changing the
profession beyond recognition. For today’s treasurer,
it is no longer enough to just deliver on treasury’s
core responsibilities.
That’s why this year we’ll challenge our audience
to think differently, take the leap and embrace
disruption with an open mindset for innovation
and change.
Join us for the biggest treasury conference
and exhibition in the UK, bringing together over
1,000 treasury peers, 100+ expert speakers and
80+ exhibitors.

All under one roof, over just two days.

WHO ATTENDS?

CFOs and other senior
corporate finance professionals
Global financial and treasury
service providers
Future treasury leaders

WHY ATTEND?

With a mix of keynotes, main tracks, treasury
fringe sessions and corporate case studies, this
year’s programme covers all the key trends
impacting treasurers in 2019.

12 TRACK SESSIONS

1,000+ senior treasury and finance professionals,
representing 300+ companies, from 15+ countries,
including:
Group treasurers of leading UK
and international corporates

2019 PROGRAMME HIGHLIGHTS

Choose from our focused sessions covering a
range of key topics for treasurers for 2019.

15 TREASURY FRINGE SESSIONS
From hands-on workshops to panel discussions
and technology showcases, broaden your
conference experience and choose from 15
breakout sessions in a variety of new formats.

6 CASE STUDIES
Presented by corporate treasurers who have
optimised their own treasury function or
processes, you can get practical advice on
how to overcome treasury challenges in
your own organisation.

Understand the impact of global
events on your business
Expand your technical toolbox
and areas of expertise
Share lessons learned from
leading treasury teams

GET IN
TOUCH TODAY!
To find out how you can get
involved as a content expert
or speaker at the biggest
treasury debate in the UK.

Enhance your professional network
Find solutions at the largest UK
exhibition for treasury service providers

TREASURERS.ORG/ANNUALCONFERENCE

SULAMITH WALDMEIER
swaldmeier@treasurers.org
+44 (0)20 7847 2583
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DAY 1 | TUESDAY 21 MAY
08:00

Registration and breakfast in the exhibition hall

09:30

WELCOME FROM THE ACT
The ACT’s Speakers’ Chair and Chief Executive
welcome attendees to this year’s Annual Conference.
Peter Matza, Speakers’ Chair, ACT
Caroline Stockmann, Chief Executive, ACT

09:45

OPENING KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Hear a current affairs update from award-winning
broadcaster Jon Snow, known for his fearless
journalism and hard-hitting interviews.
Jon Snow,
Broadcaster and journalist

10:35

GLOBAL DISRUPTION – THE BIG DEBATE
All doom and gloom or continued economic boom? Will risks stemming
from political, monetary, and trade uncertainty spell an end to the current
economic expansion, and if so, when? What are the key disruptive forces
at work in 2019 and what might emerge as the less obvious flashpoints
impacting business in the UK and worldwide?
Bringing together leading minds from politics, economics and the
business world, this year’s opening panel will discuss the state of the
economy and share their forecasts on local and global economic patterns.

11:20

Morning refreshments in the exhibition hall

The ACT Annual Conference
is the perfect platform to
build your CPD record whilst
gaining practical support,
focused knowledge and
real insight into the treasury
challenges for 2019.
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DAY 1 | TUESDAY 21 MAY
12:00

TRACK ONE: CHOOSE FROM A, B, C

A | MANAGING FX RISK AFTER BREXIT
Among the various Brexit implications
for businesses, the impact of volatile FX
rates is particularly significant and has
dominated markets for more than two
years. With speculation slowly turning into
reality, are treasurers ready to rise to the
challenge of complex FX risk management
requirements and the potential currency
implications of Brexit?

Anticipating hedging positions and funding
arrangements
Using technology and data insights to improve
transparency and visibility of FX exposure
Beyond hedging for price certainty: can taking
a more active approach to FX risk management
to secure better exchange rates outperform
systematic hedging?

B | PUSHING THE BOUNDARIES OF VIRTUAL BANKING
Virtual technology in accounts and
payment cards promises significant
improvement in visibility and control
of cash flows and, at least in theory,
the benefits seem more than obvious.
Yet, treasurers seem to remain sceptical,
if not outright confused, by the variety
of offerings provided. These are only three
of the frequent questions this session will
seek to clarify and expand on.

Will treasurers have to pay for each
individual virtual IBAN?
Can thousands of accounts really be
consolidated into a single one, in just
one jurisdiction?
Virtual cards’ take up among treasurers
is growing, but what does it all have to do
with PSD2?

C | SUSTAINABLE FINANCE: IS ESG THE NEW CSR?
Has Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) been
subsumed into the boom in Environmental, Social
and Governance (ESG)? How does sustainable
finance fit into the equation? And what does
the spike in interest in ESG mean for corporate
treasurers? Traditionally positioned very much
on the periphery of corporate finance, sustainable
financing has slowly edged its way into the
corporate loans and supply chain finance space.

13:00

And corporate treasurers are taking note: the
number of case studies of corporates who have
successfully issued green bonds, for example,
is on the rise, with many more having similar
projects in their pipelines.
This session will provide an update on the
latest trends in this space and an opportunity
for a more in-depth look at the topic.

Lunch in the exhibition hall
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DAY 1 | TUESDAY 21 MAY
14:30

TRACK TWO: CHOOSE FROM D, E, F

D | SEEING BEYOND THE RED TAPE:
LEVERAGING REGULATION AS A CATALYST FOR CHANGE
Focusing on global disruption from regulatory and
legislative changes, this session is split into two main parts:
Regulatory update:
keeping it short and sweet, the ACT’s Policy &
Technical team will run through upcoming regulatory
and legislative challenges, highlighting the main
implications for treasurers and guiding them to the
best sources for further information.

Embracing regulatory change:
the second part will look at how going beyond
seeing regulatory change simply as additional
cost and complexity poses a real opportunity
to improve processes and structures and gain
a competitive edge over competitors.
Topics include:
EU money market fund reform
MiFID2
global tax reform
MAR and FX Global Code of Conduct

E | SURVIVAL OF THE FASTEST:
TREASURY IN THE DIGITAL AGE
The need for speed continually pushes treasury
functions to become more digitised, datadriven and automated. Opening up dramatically
different ways of tackling routine treasury tasks
normally performed by humans, the potential
benefits are exponential. But implementing far
reaching innovation can be daunting:

From blueprint to reality: overcoming hurdles
when implementing innovation
Simplifying accessibility and reducing costs for
a new level of reporting and data analysis
How will automation and AI impact the future
allocation of treasury roles and responsibilities

F | FINANCING TOMORROW
One key area of treasury that hasn’t yet felt the
disruptive forces of Fintech on a major scale is
financing. But signs of an increased drive toward
adoption of emerging technologies to improve
efficiencies are visible:

What aspects of the capital raising process will
be automated first?
Will digital platforms really be a game changer
for improved accessibility of capital markets?
Will the drive for innovation be helped
or hindered by the current outlook for
international debt capital markets?

15:20

Afternoon refreshments in the exhibition hall
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DAY 1 | TUESDAY 21 MAY
15:50

TREASURY FRINGE
Tailor the conference experience to your requirements and choose from a range
of breakout sessions*. From hands-on workshops to panel discussions, these
interactive sessions will encourage delegates to discuss more specific issues
and engage with experts and peers in a variety of formats.
*Please note that places in breakout sessions are limited and offered on a first-come,
first-served basis. We advise delegates to take their seats 10 minutes before session
start to avoid disappointment.

15:50

TREASURY FRINGE: CHOOSE FROM 1 - 7
01 | TECHNOLOGY SHOWCASE

05 | TBC

02 | TBC

06 | TBC

03 | TBC

07 | TBC

04 | TBC
Contact us to learn more about leading a workshop on a specific topic of your
choice or for a list of suggested Treasury Fringe sessions available to sponsors

16:35

Travel time

16:45

TREASURY FRINGE: CHOOSE FROM 8 - 15
08 | DIVERSITY AND INCLUSION
(ACT-led session)

12 | INNOVATION SURVIVAL GUIDE
(ACT-led session)

09 | TBC

13 | TBC

1 0 | TBC

14 | TBC

1 1 | TBC

15 | TBC

Contact us to learn more about leading a workshop on a specific topic of your
choice or for a list of suggested Treasury Fringe sessions available to sponsors

17:30

Networking drinks reception in the exhibition hall

19:00
ACT 40TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER
We are inviting all delegates to a very special
evening. Continue your conversations from the
day and network with fellow delegates
over a fabulous three-course meal and
unmissable entertainment.

CELEBRATING

40 YEARS
OF ENGAGING
TREASURERS

This is a Social Highlight not to be missed!
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DAY 2 | WEDNESDAY 22 MAY
08:00

Registration and breakfast in the exhibition hall

09:00

Chair’s opening remarks and interactive voting

09:20

CHALLENGES WITH THE REPLACEMENT OF IBOR
BENCHMARK INTEREST RATES
The transition from IBOR to risk free rates (RFR) has a large impact
on maturing contracts and models and systems where IBOR is used.
Uncertainty around the transition initiative itself as well as timing and
end state makes it difficult to start preparatory actions. What are the
main risks and what will this all mean for treasurers?

10:20

TRACK THREE: CHOOSE FROM G, H, J

G | DARE TO THINK DIFFERENTLY (1):
REINVENTING WORKING CAPITAL

What if the blockchain hype turns into
reality? Hear from a treasury department
that has taken the leap and reinvented
their working capital management and
supply chain:

De-mystification of blockchain / distributed
ledger technology (DLT)
What will it take for blockchain to gain
critical mass and achieve large scale
commercialisation?
The surge of blockchain ventures makes it
difficult to tell which ones can truly benefit
treasury - what are the projects with potential?

H | DARE TO THINK DIFFERENTLY (2):
PAYMENTS STANDARDISATION

Today, operating in a multibank environment,
sometimes with hundreds of accounts worldwide,
is a reality for many treasurers and the classic
correspondent banking model is under pressure.
For years, treasurers have pushed to get better
payment services with SWIFT’s gpi being tipped

to become the long hoped for universal payment
standard. But will SWIFT for Corporates succeed
in offering a bank-agnostic solution while at the
same time retaining the benefits treasurers gain
from developing key transaction relationships
with individual banks?

J | DARE TO THINK DIFFERENTLY (3):

FAREWELL TO BUSINESS AS USUAL FOR TREASURERS

Technological innovation, business disruption
and unprecedented regulatory and geopolitical
challenges are changing the role of the treasurer
beyond recognition. For tomorrow’s treasurer,
it is no longer enough to just deliver on
treasury’s core responsibilities. But what is it that
distinguishes the good from the very best, and
where is top treasury heading?
TREASURERS.ORG/ANNUALCONFERENCE

The Business of Treasury 2019: key findings
of this year’s annual survey of treasurers’
influence and future of the role
Life after treasury: exploring career paths
into Non-Executive Director (NED) and
Chief Financial Officer (CFO) roles for
experienced treasurers
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DAY 2 | WEDNESDAY 22 MAY
11:10

Refreshments in the exhibition hall

11:40

TRACK FOUR: CHOOSE FROM K, L, M

K | OPEN BANKING AND APIs
Some see a world of opportunity, others a
universe of risks. And many still don’t quite
know what it all means. Will 2019 be the
year for API connectivity in treasury? With
regulatory initiatives such as PSD2 and
Open Banking opening up the payments
market further to new technologies and
innovation, treasurers have the opportunity
to move from a world of batch processing
towards a real-time environment:

What treasurers need to know about bank APIs
Concrete benefits for treasurers: breadth
of offerings and reduced friction in payment
and reporting systems
Reality check

L | SMARTER WAYS TO MANAGE ASSETS
Flexible investment policies in the evolving
rate and regulatory environment are
essential for treasurers to react promptly
to market developments and take
advantage of new investment products:

The big picture: interest rates outlook, MMF
reform, MiFID II and Basel III
Where to invest: what to consider when
reviewing existing and implementing new
investment policies
Alternative options: green debt instruments

M | STAYING CYBER-SECURE
Cybersecurity is amongst the top concerns
for treasurers. This session... will focus on
practical steps that corporate treasurers can
and should take within their own function:

Identifying and mitigating key security risks
in treasury: processes, stakeholders and third
parties commonly at risk
Quantifying the financial impact of
cyber-attacks to drive cyber-risk
mitigation strategies
Security awareness: effective education
for your team
Incident response plan: dealing with
a breach and its fallout

12:30

Lunch in the exhibition hall
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DAY 2 | WEDNESDAY 22 MAY
13:30

CORPORATE CASE STUDIES
Hear practical case studies from corporate treasurers who have successfully
reshaped their treasury function, overcome technological challenges, or
otherwise improved the efficiency of their departments. These 45-minute
sessions – from treasurers for treasurers – let you engage with your peers,
ask the questions that matter to you and benefit from lessons learnt from
companies similar to yours.
*Please note that places in breakout sessions are limited and offered on a first-come,
first-served basis. We advise delegates to take their seats 10 minutes before session
start to avoid disappointment.

13:30

CHOOSE FROM CASE STUDIES 1-3
01 | CORPORATE CASE STUDY
02 | CORPORATE CASE STUDY
03 | CORPORATE CASE STUDY

14:15

Refreshments in the exhibition hall

14:45

CHOOSE FROM CASE STUDIES 4-6
04 | CORPORATE CASE STUDY
05 | CORPORATE CASE STUDY
06 | CORPORATE CASE STUDY

15:30

Travel time

15:35

Afternoon keynote: Embracing disruption
Speaker to be confirmed shortly

16:15

Closing remarks

16:20

CLOSE OF CONFERENCE
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THE LARGEST TREASURY AND
FINANCE EXHIBITION IN THE UK
With over 80 exhibitors and sponsors at the 2018 event,

New for 2019: The FinTech Zone

the ACT Annual Conference is the key treasury product

This year’s exhibition will host an area
exclusively for emerging technology
providers who are transforming treasury.

and service exhibition in the UK – providing you with an
unrivalled chance to engage and network with hundreds
of treasury professionals.

STATS FROM OUR 2018 CONFERENCE

83

1037

Seniority of
corporate audience

Sponsors
and exhibitors
Total number
of attendees
from 471 companies

9/10

Delegates would
recommend
the event

Strategic/ leader
Managerial
Operational
Board level
Tactical

47%
30%
16%
6%
1%

GET IN TOUCH
We can offer bespoke solutions depending on your objectives and budget.
SIMON TEMPEST | stempest@treasurers.org | +44 (0)20 7847 2580

CONFERENCE ORGANISER
The Association of Corporate Treasurers (ACT) sets the benchmark
for international treasury excellence. As the chartered body
for treasury, we lead the profession through our internationally
recognised suite of treasury qualifications, by defining standards
and championing continuing professional development.
We are the authentic voice of the treasury profession representing
the interests of the real economy and educating, supporting and
leading the treasurers of today and tomorrow.
Find out more at treasurers.org

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION

JOIN THE
CONVERSATION

THE MAGAZINE OF THE ASSOCIATION OF CORPORATE TREASURERS

treasurers.org/linkedin
ACT IS A MEMBER OF

twitter.com/actupdate #actac19
facebook.com/actupdate
youtube.com/treasurersorg
blogs.treasurers.org
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HOW TO BOOK

REGISTER ONLINE

SAVE BIG WITH OUR
EARLY BIRD RATES
(ending 31 March 2019)

treasurers.org/annualconference

PRICES:

EARLY BIRD
RATES

STANDARD RATES
(from 1 April 2019)

ACT members
(incl. student members
and affiliate members)

£845

£1,045

Non-members from
non-financial corporates

£1,145

£1,345

Non-members from banks,
FIs, consultancies and other
business service providers

£2,095

£2,620

TERMS & CONDITIONS
Fees exclude VAT. Fees include refreshments, lunch,
conference materials and attendance at the ACT
40th Anniversary Dinner on Tuesday evening.
We have secured special rates for delegates at
many hotels in Manchester, view hotel options
and book accommodation at:
treasurers.org/annualconference/accommodation

DAY RATES AND GROUP
DISCOUNTS ARE AVAILABLE
If you can’t attend the entire conference,
one day rates are available. Attending as
part of a group? Make the most of our
group discounts.
Full details about all pricing options
can be found at:
treasurers.org/annualconference/rates

VENUE:
Manchester Central
Petersfield,
Manchester,
M2 3GX
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