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As always, if you want to 
introduce yourself, tell me 
your thoughts on the ACT,  
or the voice of treasury in 
general, do not hesitate to 
contact me at cstockmann@
treasurers.org 

I cannot write this piece 
without, of course, referencing 
the tragic event that took 
place only days after we left 
Manchester. Many thanks to 
all our overseas friends who 
have sent their condolences 
and messages of support,  
and I know the whole treasury 
community joins me in 
keeping the families of  
those who lost their lives  
in their thoughts. 

What a great event it was 
– my first ACT Annual 
Conference! Meeting 

speakers, delegates, sponsors 
and exhibitors really expanded 
my understanding of the vital 
role the ACT plays in inspiring 
conversation and debate 
around a whole variety of hot 
topics – we are not short on 
those – for treasurers, as well as 
connecting stakeholders who 
want and need to know what’s 
up in the world of corporate 
treasury. Whether it’s regulatory 
matters, Brexit, cybercrime or 
technical solutions shown via 
case studies, I found it all 
fascinating. And not to forget 
leadership and diversity –  
the topics that actually really 
make the difference between  
a high-performing 
organisation or individual, 
and a mediocre one.

Although a UK-based 
event, there is an increasingly 
international flavour to, and 
participation in, the annual 
conference, which I hope we 
can build on going forwards. 
It will be very important 
for us all as we enter into 
new territory after Brexit. 
There is also a broadening of 
representation, which I hope 
will continue. The number of 
corporate delegates was up 
this year and we also had a 
greater variety and number  
of organisations represented.  
I think some of our exhibitors 
were surprised to learn that 
a charity that works in more 
than 100 countries and has 
a turnover of $1bn is actually 

a significant business. And, 
moreover, the very same issues 
and challenges face it as do  
a multinational corporate. 

I enjoyed the 
talkingtreasury slot very 
much, with its interesting 
debate on digital currencies. 
We are looking forward to 
next year to see how we can 
create more space for this kind 
of discussion during the event 
– as well as more opportunity 
for sponsors to engage socially 
with their clients. So there 
can be something more for 
everyone. Having said that,  
it is always a balance – and  
I spoke to one treasurer  
who came solely to meet 
exhibitors and another who 
does not want any contact 
with sponsors at all. We have  
a great diversity of thought  
on the matter.

I was really pleased to hear 
that the new two-day 

format worked so well for you, 
with less time out of the office, 
and am looking forward to 
seeing the full analysis of 
delegate and sponsor feedback 
– so we can adapt for next year 
as appropriate, in the vein of 
continual improvement.  
I think most will agree it was  
a content-packed two days, so 
my only regret was that I could 
not attend everything and 
meet everyone. Next year 
cannot come fast enough for 
me! In the meantime, we have 
our Asia Treasury Leaders’ 
Forum in Hong Kong in 
September, and our Middle 
East Annual Summit in Dubai 
in November, with more 
overseas events in the new 
year – so lots more people to 
meet and ideas to share. 

I am really looking forward 
to it all, as well as our fantastic 
annual dinner, which sounds 
like a very impressive event, 
and a great opportunity for me  
to meet even more treasurers. 

The ACT’s chief executive on new beginnings
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