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MONTH END

 IN THIS 
ISSUE:

The highlights of the July/August 2017 issue of The Treasurer include: Hargreaves Services 
group treasurer Gayle Mulvaney talks about the coal company’s borrowing structures, on 
page 18. Bank relationships – how to fi nd (and retain) a new bank, on page 22. Could social 
investment be benefi cial for corporate treasurers? Find out on page 26. How self-knowledge 
and positivity contribute to being a strong leader, on page 40

Earth than the moon is. 
But how much larger is it 
than the moon?

18. What was the value in 
Zimbabwean dollars of 
the largest-denomination 
banknote issued by 
that country? 

19. We no longer use the word 
‘milliard’ in counting. But 
how big was it?

20. In a random collection 
of numbers such as river 
lengths, FX transactions or 
viewing fi gures on YouTube 
videos, how many of those 
numbers will begin with 
the digit ‘1’? 
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Think you know your numbers?
Then put your knowledge to the test with 

this great summer numbers pub quiz!

THE GREAT
TREASURY NUMBERS

1. What is the fi rst integer 
to contain the letter ‘a’?

2. What is the fi rst two-
digit integer to have 
all of its letters in 
alphabetical order?

3. How many people do you 
need to have in a single 
group for there to be a 
50% probability that two 
people will have the same 
birthday?

4. How many zeros are there 
in a googolplex?

5. You have 30 seconds to 
work out the sum of all the 
numbers from 1 to 100.

6. How many points is the 
word ‘twelve’ worth in 

Scrabble (ignoring double 
letter scores, etc)?

7. Quick: what’s the square 
of 111,111,111?

8. “How I wish I could 
calculate pi!” How does 
that exclamation help you? 

9. #numbersquiz – What’s 
the proper name for 
the ‘#’ sign? 

10. What is the sum of 
the numbers on a 
roulette wheel?

11. Row by row, what is the 
arrangement of stars on the 
US fl ag?

12. How many people can 
constitute a riot under 
English law?

13. Twenty thousand leagues 
under the sea. What’s that 
in standard metric units?

14. What do Mauritania 
and Madagascar have in 
common? (a) Same score in 
Scrabble; (b) Non-decimal 
currencies; (c) Identical 
population (to nearest 
100,000 – 2015 data); or (d) 
An ancient counting system 
based on the number 17.

15. How many countries are 
in the G20?

16. What do pianos and 
celestial constellations 
have in common?

17. The sun is 400 times 
further away from the 

(1) 1,000; (2) Forty; (3) Just 23, astonishingly!; (4) 10googol, a googol being 10100 – and note it’s spelt googol, not google; 
(5) 5,050. Add 1 and 100 to get 101. Add 2 and 99 to get 101… Add 50 and 51 to get 101. So, there are 50 pairs of numbers that 
add up to 101. 50x101 = 5,050; (6) 12; (7) 12,345,678,987,654,321; (8) By counting the number of letters in each word you get 
3 1 4 1 5 9 2; (9) Octothorpe. The name was devised in Bell Labs; (10) There are 36 numbers on a roulette wheel, adding up to 
666; (11) 6, 5, 6, 5, 6, 5, 6, 5, 6, making 50 stars in total; (12) 12, under the Public Order Act 1986; (13) 80,000km. The title refers 
to distance travelled, not depth; (14) (b) In both countries there are five currency sub-units per main unit of currency, not 10; 
(15) 19 countries, plus the EU in its own right; (16) There are 88 keys on a piano and 88 official constellations in the sky; (17) 400 
times – which is why the moon almost exactly covers the sun in a total solar eclipse; (18) $100 trillion – worth around US$300 
at the time; (19) A milliard was 1,000 million; (20) About 30% of such numbers will begin with a ‘1’, according to Benford’s law, 
written about on this page last month. But you knew that.
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